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TRANSLATION NOTES «x 


COMMON HONORIFICS 


-san: The Japanese equivalent of Mr./Mrs./Miss. 

If a situation calls for politeness, this is the fail-safe honorific. 
-kun: Used most often when referring to boys, this indicates affection or 
familiarity. Occasionally used by older men among their peers, but it may also 
be used by anyone referring to a person of lower standing. 

-chan: An affectionate honorific indicating familiarity used mostly in refer- 
ence to girls; also used in reference to cute persons or animals regardless 

of gender. 

-sensei: A respectful term for teachers, artists, or high-level professionals. 

no honorific: Indicates familiarity or closeness; if used without permission or 
reason, addressing someone in this manner would constitute an insult. 


Page 141 

Golden Week: Due to the high density of holidays in Japan around the beginning of 
May, that period of time is known as Golden Week. Instead of getting time off on just 
the individual holidays, the entire week is considered a long holiday and taken off. 


Page 191 and 193 

A dramatic edgy tween phase: In the Japanese, Minami is accused of having had 
chuunibyou—literally, “second-year middle-schooler syndrome.” The term was coined 
by comedian Ijuin Hikaru in 1999, and has since become a popular way to describe 
extreme affectations and delusions occasionally adopted by younger teenagers as a way 
to stand out. 
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